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. signed a new executive order govern-

-verses a steady trend of the last 30 1
_years and prescribes more govern- ;

.order would enhance “protection for5

"have been aimed at preventme over-

- p'omuluated by President Carter in
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39-Year Trend is Beversed

THE WASHINGTON POST
3 April 1982

b PRl L N i

Reagan Slgns @rder fo{ Mg

Govemmem Sécrecyl

A By George Lardner Jr

sl wmnngwnpostsmrm.er .
" President .. Reagan i )wterday

ing ‘classified information that re-

ment.secrecy. In a statement accom- §
panying the edict, Reagan said’the$

national securlty information thb
out - permitting excessne’-'classxf' ca«'
tion of decuments.” - :
Officials acknowledﬂed at a.brief- -
ing for reporters, however “that not
one new -proviso could. be-said to’

“classification or encouraging *eclas-
sxﬁcatxon of government records™
‘The 19-page order replaces rules

1978 and makes it easier to classify
government documents.as ‘secret and
harder to get them declassxf ed. The]
rew system wills” "7F e
" o Eliminate ‘the standard ; for
“identifiable” damage to the national’
security and permit documents to be
-classified if any-unspecified - sort - of »
““damage” can be expected as a- result
of unauthorized disclosure: FE
:.".» Make the stamping of - govem-'
‘ment. documents-as.“top secret;T
cret” and conf' dential” mandabory,_
,rather than permnssn.e, whene»er
’tho»e labels are applicable. ¥
~ e Wipe out the so-called “ba]anc-
ing test” of the Carter order reqmr-
ing that “the ‘public’s interest in ac-
cess ‘to goverament: information”; be |

“considered by government classxﬁers ’
~ alongside the need to protect certam .

:jtems from disclosure. 3= -- U
" ® Permit reclassnﬁcatlon ‘of ml'or-
‘mation already “decla:snﬂed and dis--
‘closed” if information’is regarded as
'sensntlve once again “and’ if it can’
“reasonably be recovered s

=;.» Cancel the_ current” rule prond;
ma for: systematxc"declabsuf ication ]

../‘

LIS P L = ok , -

reuew of. recordsa:» they become 20
‘yearsold. . u%.. - PR naynIa
The initial reactxons from Capitol
"Hill were :split  primarily,- but not.
, exclusively,.along party lines..:
!~ Rep. “Glenn* English (D- Okla}
3chalrman~of the-House government
5mformatlon,\subcommxttee .said the
- order reflects.“a.few small :improve:
ments” - over’ earller drafts.' He said
“the - message’:7-. still is clacsnfy,
classxfy, classxfy. . )
“English. noted that W hxte House]
counselor..Edmn Meese IIT; in-re-
marks to*awroup of newspaper “ed-
itors . herex- three - weeks’ ago, -had|

g

blamed “th "bureaucracy for trymer

) the admxmstratxon
‘Meese was not amo ng:
semor .administration ofﬁcnals who

conducted yesterday’s White* House
" ‘briefing, but one who-did acknowl-.-_

K tedged. that nothing in: the :Reagan|
order would _promote’ “ess* : classifi-
*cation.” This official mamtamed that.
:the Carter order had already been
; overly tilted i in.that direction.”

. In his statement, Reavan empha-'

sxzed that his orde expressly——and
¢ properly—-prohxbnts use sof 2 class1ﬁ-

\catxon t.o_hxde vwlanons of law, m-v

[ 4 admxmst.ratlve error, *tlo

‘ , prevenbembarrassment to:a person.l
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.' ‘ Those caveats bowe» er,’
" taken word for word from the C arter

. ‘an) descnbed the. orderas a real

- .introduce leglslatxon to try sheltering
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order.  riemtEd 4 Y e
Sen. Barry- Goldwater (R- Arlz.)
chairman: of the Qenat‘e Lntellxvence
Commxttee, halled the order as. “a
bxo 1mprovement over the old one 9
Rep Robert McClory (R- lll) of

. tbe House Intellxaence Cormftee

pransed elimination of the "balancmg
.test” which, he ‘said; “invited” courts.
‘to overrule the executive branch in a
contested. case- and order release of
ldocuments in.the name of tbe so—
led public interest.”. N
Off' cials at’the: bnef" ing com.eded'
that ‘the government has never been:
forced by the. courts to. release- na-':l

A txonal 1 security’ information over. its.

_protests, but’ they welcomed: elimi-
“nation of ‘the balancing test because
“that will make it easier to overcome
:the ‘argiments- of opposmv lawyers
lm freedom- of—mformatxon suits.
; . “But _you've’ never lost an argu-
.mient,” they were remmded &
J‘T hat’s right,” one of ‘the bnefers
responded »“And we want to keep it
‘that way.”, ' e
Deaplte Goldwate: s- praxse for the
‘order ‘as’a whole,.the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee had unanimously
‘urged *the administration to retain-
-the. 1demtlﬁable ‘damage” standard
but its advxce was ignored. T il
Sen. s Daniel “Patrick - MO)Tnhan
(D N.Y)} “called “the: ‘order "d-"bad

“mistake™ and protésted _that' “the’
:uhole point of having an executive
“order in the first place is fo' delmeate
the identifi able rieed’ for claSSLﬁca
Ction” vt iF g e

Sen. "David" F. Durenberger (R-
1dxsappomtment and saxd he' would
.the . Freedom ,of:; Information. ,Act,

f‘“hxch is tied to the executive order
, in"various ways, from any damagmg
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